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PAGE 01 LUSAKA 01012 151701Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 10-13 ACDA-10 /087 W 

151721Z 092932/45 

OR 151632Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5427 
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMZMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 2849 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL CAPETOWN 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 1012 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

USIA FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR ZA RH 

SUB J : OWEN VISIT: DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE 

1 . BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN APRIL 15 PRESENTED HIS NEW 
PROPOSALS FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN ISSUE TO 
ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KAUNDA. DR. OWEN SPENT A GOOD PART OF THE DAY 
IN DISCUSSION WITH KAUNDA. 

2. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE BEFORE DEPARTING LUSAKA FOR SALISBURY 
THE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 15, OWEN SAID THAT PRESIDENT KAUNDA 
WISHED HIM WELL IN HIS EFFORTS. BUT THAT HE HAD VOICED SKEPT- 
ICISM ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF ACHIEVING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
IN RHODESIA. DR. OWEN, HOWEVER, SAID THAT HE IS "ABSOLUTELY 
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CONVINCED" THAT PRESIDENT KAUNDA IS A MAN WHO WANTS A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION, BUT LIKE MANY OTHER PEOPLE MUST HAVE "CONCRETE EVIDENCE 
OF A GENUINE WISH FOR TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA 
IN 1978." 

3. THE BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY SAID HIS PRESENT TASK IS TO 
BRING ABOUT THE END OF THE ARMED STRUGGLE ON THE BASIS OF A 
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CLEAR CUT AND DEFINITE TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA 
BY SHOWING BOTH SIDES THAT THEY CAN ACHIEVE THIS IN A MULTIRACIAL 
ZIMBABWE. ONLY WHEN WHITE RHODESIANS GIVE UP THE REINS OF 
GOVERNMENT AND ALLOW ELECTIONS TO TAKE PLACE, AND ONLY 
WHEN THOSE PURSING THE ARMED STRUGGLE AGREE TO FIGHT ELECTIONS 
IN PEACE WILL A PEACEFUL TRANSITION BE ACHIEVED, SAID DR. 

OWEN. IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT KAUNDA HE HAD MADE 
IT CLEAR THAT THERE IS NO CHANCE OF FIGHTING AN ELECTION 
UNLESS THE ARMED STRUGGLE IS SUSPENDED. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE REASONS PEOPLE HAD RESORTED TO ARMS AND NOTED THAT THE 
POINT IS BEING REACHED WHERE HE HIMSELF COULD SEE NO ALTERNATIVE 
STRATEGY. BUT HE EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR THE LONG TERM STABILITY 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA SHOULD THE ARMED STRUGGLE CONTINUE, AND 
SAID THIS WOULD SABOTAGE THE STABILITY OF AN INDEPENDENT 
ZIMBABWE AND COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE STABILITY AND ECONOMIES 
OF COUNTRIES ON ITS BORDERS. 

4. WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO THE REACTIONS OF PATRIOTIC FRONT 
LEADERS TO HIS NEW PROPOSALS, HE SAID HE WAS AWARE THAT THE 
PF FEELS THAT IT SHOULD BE THE SOLE VOICE, BUT IN HIS MEETINGS 
WITH JOSHUA NKOMO AND ROBERT MUGABE HE HAD "FOUND THEM TO BE 
MEN OF PEACE” WHO HAD BEEN FORCED BY CIRCUMSTANCES TO RESORT 
TO ARMS. 

5. DR. OWEN IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH FORMER SOUTHERN RHODESIAN 
PRIME MINISTER GARFIELD TOD TONIGHT IN SALISBURY. TOMORROW 

HE WILL HOLD ANOTHER ROUND OF TALKS WITH PRIME MINISTER SMITH 
BEFORE PROCEEDING TO NIGERIA FOR FURTHER MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
ON THE RHODESIAN QUESTION. 
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